Use of a scanning laser three-dimensional digitizer for analysis of dental materials.
A scanning laser 3-D digitizer was used to measure dimensions in dental impression materials, and its performance was compared with that of micrometer-based measuring instruments. It was found that the digitizer was precise enough to detect dimensional changes on the order of 40 microns, and it was automated enough to be convenient and almost eliminate operator errors. However, its operation required the services of an engineer for maintenance and a programmer for data analysis.